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apparent similarity of names rarely misleads the ino4
ordinary observer.

The second chief variety of cirro-cumulus is composed of
rounded and isolated nubicules without any fleecy texture.

This is the well-known " mackerel sky " of Northern
Europe; and when the cloudlets are a little angular,
we get a form called "mackerel-scales." We may
call this hard cirro-cumulus, to distinguish it from the
fleecy form of the same generic name. While fleecy
cloud is one of the commonest, mackerel is one of the
rarest skies, so that we have not got a sufficient number
of observations to correlate these isolated cloudlets with
any particular form of isobars or kind of rain.

However, all weather-lore connects mackerel with fine
weather, for even in rainy Ireland we find the saying,
" Mackerel sky, twelve hours dry." Why this should be
the case we are unable to say, but there is no doubt about
the fact.

In a still rarer form of cirro-cumulus, the lower
sarface of the general cloud-stratum exhibits very small
pendulous protuberances, resembling sacks or bags, by
which a part or even the whole sky is festooned. Ley
calls this cirro-velum mammatum, but we may call it
festooned cirro-cumulus. When, near sunset in the
tropics, these festoons take up a rosy tint, and hang like
pink grapes in a serene sky, these clouds can scarcely
be surpassed for beauty.

Sometimes a more compact form of fleecy cirro-
cumulus is found at a lower level, when the cloud may
be more appropriately reported as cumulo-cirrus, so as
to indicate its lower level. This apparent multiplication